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checked, it may have been taken to be fact, and then
it was as a matter of fact reported to me."

Goring had thereby been convicted of false accusa-
tion. Since on the outbreak of the fire he had accused
the Communists of the deed, he had had an interest
in showing that Van der Lubbe belonged to their
party. Now before the judges he had to withdraw
his statement himself that Lubbe had a party book on
him.

Dimitrov showed himself to have a very sharp brain,
and to be a brilliant speaker, who, like many Socialists
before and also after him, excelled himself before the
tribunal and played a really heroic part. In spite of
the fetters, in spite of the prison, he held his banner
high and kept on attacking the ruler of Prussia once
*more again :

" I ask what the Minister for Home Affairs was
doing on twenty-eighth February nineteen-thirty-three
and the following days to determine through police
investigations the road taken by Van der Lubbe from
Berlin to Henningsdorf, his stay in the poor-house at
Henningsdorf, and his acquaintance with two persons
there, and so to find out his accomplices ? "

This was too much for Goring : he had suddenly to
find himself held responsible to the accused man, the
more so since he had not lifted a finger to find Lubbe's
friends and possibly accomplices.

" I am not myself a criminal officer," Goring said
in his defence, " but the responsible minister, and for
uae it was therefore not so important to identify every
tittle scoundrel, but I had to identify the party, the
criminal set.of beliefs, which was responsible."

Assertion, therefore, once more without proof.